Life with a limited vocabulary^∗

Pierre LESCANNE Centre de Recherche en Informatique de Nancy LORIA Campus Scientifique, BP 239, 54506 Vandœuvre-lès-Nancy, France email: lescanne@loria.crin.fr

In this paper we show that a limited vocabulary can lead to strange and irregular situations. A complete analysis is given using five simple canonical case studies.

The referee report

I read this paper completely, I noticed it gets harder and harder as the complexity increases monotonically. But since the author adopts a canonical point of view and the style is regular and simple, I recommend its acceptance.

The love letter

My simple happiness is not complete since my love for you increases regularly and monotonically every day. Do the canonical thing, simply marry me!

The letter to the bank

I received your complete account. It is not canonical since there is something irregular. My credit increases monotonically then all of a sudden starts to decrease. Is there a simple explanation?

At the restaurant

She (he) takes a complete menu. She (he) orders a simple entree. As she (he) is in France, she (he) drinks a “canon de vin” and ends with a regular coffee. The tip increases monotonically with her (his) degree of satisfaction.

Title of the communication for the next workshop

A simple and complete procedure for monotonically generating canonical solved forms for regular theories.

∗This paper was presented at banquet speech at the Third International Workshop on Unification UNIF’89.

Acknowledgement I would simply like to completely, monotonically, and, canonically thank Eric Domenjoud, Nachum Dershowitz, Harald Ganzinger and, Wayne Snyder for their regular help.